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Chapter 1: “Kiritsubo” II

Summary

Emperor Kiritsubo is in mourning and devastated over Kiritsubo Consort,
whom he loved so much it disrupted the order among his concubines.
Nevertheless, he pours his love into the prince whom Kiritsubo Consort gave
him. The prince is intelligent, beautiful, and possesses a near-magical aura
that makes him loved by all. Out of concern for the prince’s future, the
emperor gives his son the surname “Minamoto,” demoting him to the status of
commoner and removing him from the imperial line.

The emperor welcomes a new concubine, Lady Fujitsubo, who looks much
like the late Kiritsubo Consort. Lady Fujitsubo is only five years older than
Geniji. They are each loved by the emperor, people called them “Hikarukimi
(Shining Boy)” and “Kagayaku Hinomiy(Shining Sun Palace).” At the age of
12, Genji comes of age and is married to Aoi, the daughter of the Minister of
the Left, but in his heart he holds a secret love for his mother-in-law,
Fujitsubo.

Excerpted Scene 1

Emperor Kiritsubo, despite his love for the prince given to him by the late
Kiritsubo Consort, decides to remove him from the imperial line, fearing for
his future.

Excerpted Scene 2
Genji comes to hold in his heart a love for the woman Fujitsubo, who is said
to look exactly like Genji’ s late mother Kiritsubo Consort.



