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Strings for Japanese string instruments

The strings for Japanese instruments
like the shamisen, biwa, and instruments
used in gagaku are made mostly from
raw silk even today. Raw silk taken from
northern Shiga Prefecture is considered S E—
to be the best silk for this purpose. It is
s 1 made into instrument strings through a
' J process of repeated twisting and

o stretching, but each string must be able
to hold a tone fitting its role, and it takes
skill and experience for a craftsman to
achieve this.
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