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Shakuhachi (Bamboo flute)
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Traditional Industries of Kyoto

Shakuhachi flutes are made of bamboo
and painted with lacquer. Selection of
the bamboo is the most important stage
of shakuhachi production, to the degree
that the final price of the flute can be
said to be determined when the bamboo
is first dug out of the ground. The
bamboo is then prepared by leaving it
for about 4 years. The inner diameter of
the flute is carved to produce a custom
sound that matches what is popular at
the time.

Produced by City of Kyoto




