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Nishijin-ori (Woven textiles)

With origins that trace back to the 5th or
6th century when the powerful Hata
clan began silkworm raising and silk
weaving, this type of silk weaving
began in earnest in the 15th century at
the time of the Onin War. Nishijin-ori is
extremely varied in nature, utilizing
hand-weaving, brocading, damask,
omeshi, kasuri, and ro weaves, velvet
and more, and it is renowned for its
exquisite use of threads of many colors.
It is used in interior decoration, Shinto
priests’ clothing, Noh theatre costumes,
bolts of cloth for kimono and especially
for the obi sash used with kimono.
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