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Kyo-tatami (Tatami mats)

Traditional Industries of Kyoto

These mats are mentioned in the Kojiki
chronicles of the Nara period, and they have
a history of 1300 years. In the Heian period,
the nobility used them to symbolize power,
but they eventually spread to the populace,
following a number of changes that came
with the spread of the tea ceremony. There
are general-use mats for private houses and
tea rooms as well as special mats used in
shrines and temples, and most of the latter
type are produced in Kyoto.
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