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Traditional Industries of Kyoto

Kyo-insho (Seals)

ESTARET

Production of imperial and official seals
began in Kyoto when Kyoto became the
capital of Japan as Heian-kyo. A notable
feature of these seals is that they have
taken the style of the copper seals used
during the Han dynasty of China, and many
of these seals leave a powerful and
expressive mark using a style that draws
from this history. The imperial seal and
official seal of Japan in the present day
were made by a seal engraver in Kyoto,
and the previous maker of the seals was
also a Kyoto seal engraver.
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