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Traditional Industries of Kyoto

Kyo-butsudan (Buddhist altars)

Kyoto boasts the highest quality of
Buddhist altars and is where they
originated 1100 years ago. Lacquer,
gold leaf, silver, copper, brass and
other materials are used on a base of
pine, cypress, cedar or zelkova wood,
and produced through a number of
processes. Each process uses
traditional techniques that date back
to the 10th century.
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