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Traditional Industries of Kyoto

Kitayama cedar is produced in the northern
part of Kyoto City. Polished Kitayama cedar
logs were used in the construction of tea
room interiors in the Muromachi period, and
today they remain the ultimate material for
Japanese architecture to use in pillars and
indoor supports. They are grown into their
beautiful form by repeatedly removing
branches from their sapling stage until they
can be harvested as logs, in a process that
takes 40 years to complete.

Muromachi period 1336-1573




