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Kirikane (Decorative gold leaf)

Kirikane starts with putting together
pieces of gold leaf to give them
thickness and body. The gold leaf is
then cut and applied to things like
Buddhist statues and scrolls. There are 4+
no drawings underneath to guide the
work; the gold leaf is applied directly in
one go. Experience and gut feelings are
the key to doing it right. Most of the
demand for kirikane is from the Buddhist
world, but new uses such as for
decoration of wooden boxes are being
developed.

Produced by City of Kyoto




