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Traditional Industries of Kyoto

TP o AR ML S
Hanakanzashi (Flower hairpin)

Not many people tie up their hair these
days, so most of the demand for flower
hairpins comes in the form of special orders
for maiko apprentice geisha. Habutae silk,
washi paper, hiraito raw silk and wire are 4
used as materials, and the hairpins are
made entirely by hand. Habutae silk is sent
out to be dyed while washi paper and hiraito
raw silk are dyed in-shop. The dyed
habutae is then punched into shapes like
flower petals with various chisels, finishing
the hairpin beautifully in accordance with
traditional rules.

Produced by City of Kyoto
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