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Gaku-kanban (Wooden signs)

Traditional Industries of Kyoto

These signs are made in a process that
involves cutting lumber to shape to
make the base shape of the sign, then
attaching a brush-drawn draft to the
wood, and carving out the characters of
the draft. After putting an undercoat on
the carved out characters, they are
painted with paint or lacquer and then
pressed with gold leaf. Old calligraphy is
used for the characters that are carved
into the sign, and it is an important point
that the characters be carved shallowly
and roundly.
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