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Honeymooning
in Japan

By Chris Gray Faust

Ancient temples, traditional artwork, the freshest fish and the richest steaks: 
Japan has much to offer couples seeking romance, if you know where to look. 

our ultimate 
Japanese honeymoon 
should start in Kyoto, 
the country’s classical 

former capital. Take a 
rickshaw ride through the 
mystical bamboo forest in 
Arashiyama, stopping to 
shop at small stores and 
boutiques in the city’s 
northern district. With 
more than 1,600 Buddhist 
temples and 400 Shinto 
shrines, many of them 
on the UNESCO World 
Heritage list, you’ll have 
plenty of historic sites to 
choose from. One of the 
most romantic is Kiyomizu 
Temple, high in the hills 
overlooking the city. In 
the spring, the temple, 
with its five-story pagoda, 
becomes surrounded by 
cherry blossoms. Dream of 
a happy life together while 
sipping from the Otowa 
waterfall, where Japanese 
believe the waters have 
wish-granting powers.    

Next, buy a ticket 
for the Shinkansen (the 
bullet train) and head 
north to Tokyo. With more 
top Michelin-starred 
restaurants per square 
mile than any other 
city, Tokyo is home to 
the country’s culinary 
perfectionists, so you’ll 
want to indulge at least 
once on Wagyu beef. 
For the freshest sushi, 
however, nudge your 
sweetie up early and head 
to the 13-seat Sushi Dai 
in the Tsukiji Fish Market. 
The counter opens at 5 
a.m. and unless you get 
there early, you’ll be in for 
a wait. Can’t handle fish 
for breakfast? Let Shinji 
Nohara, who has planned 

meals for famed food writers 
ranging from Anthony Bourdain 
to Alan Richmann to Gael 
Greene, set up your gourmet 
roadmap.  

Finally, head to the spa 
town of Karuizawa, about an 
hour northwest of Tokyo in the 
Japanese Alps. John Lennon 
and Yoko Ono used to escape 
here to relax, and it’s a popular 
second home destination for 
wealthy Japanese. Your goal 
here is to relax in the area’s 
hot springs, maybe do a little 

shopping in the city’s cute 
boutiques, and breathe the 
crisp mountain air together. 
If you enjoy sports, this is 
the region in Japan to enjoy 
first-rate golf and tennis. 
Crown Prince Akihito, now the 
emperor, met his future wife, 
Michiko, on the tennis courts in 
the 1950s. And animal lovers 
won’t want to miss a day-long 
excursion into Yamanouchi to 
see the famous snow monkeys 
in their natural environment 
at Jigokudani Wildlife Park. 

Entrance of 

reihibyou shrine 

with orange 

torii gate near 

Tenryuji temple 

which holds the 

emperor Godaigo
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Kyoto

The most romantic spot 
in Kyoto is actually 
just a few minutes 
out of town, on the 
banks of the Ooigawa 
river. Hoshinoya Kyoto 
combines the elegance 
of a traditional Japanese 
ryokan with five-star 
Western amenities such 
as soaking tubs and 
raised beds, perfect for 
honeymooners. You check 
into the 25-suite hotel 
after a 10-minute boat 
ride from the Togetsukyo 
Bridge,  and the resort 
can set up all of your 
activities. Rates start 
at 72,000 yen ($927) for 
two people per night. 

http://www.

hoshinoyakyoto.jp/en/

toKyo

Shinji Honara can be 
contacted at his website, 
The Tokyo Fixer (http://
www.tokyofixer.com/). 
Prices vary, depending on 
what you need. Expect 
to pay $400 US for a 
day, plus his meals if 
he’s eating with you. 

From the Mandarin 
Oriental to the Peninsula, 
Tokyo is full of five-
star luxury hotels. But 
film-loving couples may 
want to choose the Park 
Hyatt Tokyo, where Lost 
in Translation, starring 
Scarlett Johansson and 
Bill Murray, was shot 
(the hotel even stocks 
wine from Coppola 
Winery in the room, in 
honor of director Sofia 
Coppola). The view 
from the New York Bar 
on the 52nd floor puts 
Tokyo at your feet. Prices 
start at $552 per night, 
depending on the season.

http://tokyo.park.hyatt.com/

hyatt/hotels/index.jsp?null

Karuisawa

Relax in the on-site hot 
springs available at 
Hoshinoya Karuisawa, 
a full-service resort. 
While Japanese baths 
are usually segregated 
by gender, couples can 
request to have the 
baths opened early for 
their private enjoyment. 
A full spa features a 
sake massage and other 
treatments. There’s also 
a meditation bath that 
transports you into both 
light and dark, perfect 
for establishing the Zen 
of marriage. Rates start 
at 48,000 yen ($618) for 
two people per night, 
with a minimum two 
night stay. The resort also 
offers day-long trips to 
see the snow monkeys 
for $1,000 per vehicle. 

http://www.hoshinoya.

com/en/
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